
Trees can save the world. Or destroy it. 

Both statements are common. And, bar the hype, both are true.

Vast monocultural stands of fast-growing trees in the wrong locations are pretty much 

guaranteed to be sources of greenhouse gas emissions, destructive to biodiversity, and 

damaging to local people. Think large oil palm plantations.

But tree-crop polycultures, managed by millions of farmers operating out of healthy, 

thriving communities, restore soils to a deep, rich, carbon-filled state; provide habitat 

for an extraordinary range of plants and animals; and generate a wealth of products 

from fruits through medicines to timber. Think complex coffee agroforests.

Both systems deploy a huge number of trees. But how do we get deployment right? 

How can we ensure current investments support ‘utopia’, not ‘dystopia’? 

A breeding seedling orchard of Cordia africana, an important indigenous timber in Ethiopia, 11 
months after planting. Seed from the orchard, established as part of the PATSPO initiative, will 
be used to support Ethiopia’s massive forest restoration targets (Photo: ILRI/Apollo)

Getting more from 
tree planting:
Optimised opportunities for a stressed planet

https://www.worldagroforestry.org/project/provision-adequate-tree-seed-portfolio-ethiopia


2 Optimised opportunities for a stressed planet

By applying science.
Our science

Are you ready to upgrade 
your tree planting efforts?

With over 30 years’ experience in everything 

from tree genetics to the crafting of policies 

that support farmers’ access to the right trees 

for their purposes, we, World Agroforestry’s 

Trees team working in partnership with 

like-minded colleagues at the University of 

Copenhagen, are recognised global leaders in 

the science and development of tree planting.

Through our partnerships with public and 

private players, we address the tough 

challenge of developing supplies of high-

quality tree planting material. We offer the 

world’s most advanced integrated tree seed 

system development tool kit, and have the 

experience, knowledge and reputation to 

encourage effective cooperation between the 

key stakeholders in tree seeds and seedlings 

provision. 

Our Genetic Resources Unit, which keeps a 

tree seed bank that is amongst the world’s 

largest, supplies seeds – and is copied to 

Agroforestry is a crucial land use to 

meet current global economic and 

environmental challenges. But the right 

planting material has to be available at 

scale to achieve impact.

Let’s discuss how you can meet your 

planting needs in your target landscapes. 

Let’s de-risk your investments and boost 

positive impact. Let’s save the world with 

trees. Together.

the Doomsday Vault in Svalbard. We’ve got 

extensive databases, accurate maps and 

apps, tailored guidelines and detailed analysis 

packages that support properly targeted 

tree planting, making use of indigenous trees 

where possible. All are available on our Global 

Tree Knowledge Platform. 

Most important of all, we know how to put 

knowledge into practice.

Contact
To understand how to work with us to support more effective tree planting, please email or call:

Ramni Jamnadass in Kenya (r.jamnadass@cgiar.org; +254 710602227)

Lars Graudal in Denmark (lgr@ign.ku.dk; +45 30663520)

World Agroforestry (ICRAF)
ICRAF is a centre of science and development excellence that harnesses the benefits of trees for people and 

the environment. Leveraging the world’s largest repository of agroforestry science and information, we develop 

knowledge practices, from farmers’ fields to the global sphere, to ensure food security and environmental 

sustainability. ICRAF is a CGIAR research centre.
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